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“Celebrate life in all its glory - challenge yourself to let the routine sing and the new 
dance.” 

Maximillian Degenerez 
 

Each year, the beginning weeks of the school year offers an interesting mix of both 
apprehension and excitement. For most, the summer respite provides an atypical 
schedule that makes the late August return to a normal schedule, somewhat challenging. 
And yet, I have often found that by the start of the school year, both students and 
parents are thirsting for a more predictable routine. 
 
Having just completed four calendar weeks of the school year, I continue to be struck by 
the many wonderful elements of campus life that has jubilantly and devotedly returned 
to SFdS. Just this past week, I noticed many moments where I smiled with joy at the 
unique and special spirit that lives within our community. For example, each morning 
last week, one of our school families who lives within a short distance of campus, 
enjoyed the extra warm weather and decided that a morning bike ride into school was 
an exhilarating way to start the day. Seeing the three Wilson children travel in by bicycle 
with knapsacks on their back and smiles upon their face, served as an inspiring 
reminder of the excitement that our students bring to campus each day. And an equally 
exciting sight can be seen daily as four different families who reside in the Seaford area, 
each travel 25 miles each way to experience our excellent and faith-filled education.  
 
Another recent example of this unique spirit occurs at the 8:30am school-wide mass 
that we attend each Wednesday. Having previously been unable to secure a musician to 
provide music at this weekly mass, our middle school Math teacher Julie Geary, and 7th 
grade student Erin Welch, joyfully stepped forward to assume the duties of cantor and 
pianist (respectively) for these celebrations. Having spent the first two Wednesday 
masses of the school year with no music, what a wonderful and joyous blessing it is to 
hear one of our students breathe musical life into our beautiful church building. 
 
A similar spirit can also be found by the many adults who serve SFdS. As a recent 
example, my colleagues Debbie Traum and Christan McIntyre lead consecutive 
meetings (an afterschool faculty meeting and an Accreditation Steering Committee 
meeting) with the goal of wrapping up the final details for our impending Middle States 
accreditation team visit. What an insightful process this professional review has offered 
to our community. On a similar note of appreciation, I am immeasurably grateful for the 
continued and generous support that our technology volunteer Carl Dragwa, has spent 
helping to shepherd the technological improvements, computer upgrades and software 
maintenances that collectively provide vital support to our faculty, as well as offer 
enriched and relevant learning experiences for our students.  
 
Often it can be the simple routines of daily life that fills a grateful heart. We are truly 
blessed! 

http://www.stfrancisdesales.net/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/maximillia636150.html?src=t_routine
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/maximillia636150.html?src=t_routine
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/maximillian_degenerez.html

